
 

How to Access Age, Sex, Race, and Hispanic Origin Data from the 2010 Decennial Census 

Step by step instructions for accessing the data at data.census.gov 

The goal with this example is to find a table in data.census.gov that provides age, sex, race, and Hispanic 

origin data from the 2010 Decennial Census for some ZIP Code Tabulation Areas (ZCTAs) in New Jersey. 

Step 1: Click on the “Advanced Search” button.

 

 

Step 2: Click on Geography and ZIP Code Tabulation Area.

 

  

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/


 

Then click on New Jersey.

 

Then check the box for All 5-digit ZIP Code Tabulation Areas fully/partially within New Jersey.

 

 

Step 3: Now let’s add our topics. Click on Topics and then Race and Ethnicity.

 

 



 

Then check the box for Race and Ethnicity.  

 

Then click on Topics again.  Click on Populations and People.

 

Then check the box for Age and Sex.  

 

 



 

 

Step 4: Lastly, click on Years and check the box for 2010.

 

Step 5: Now that the filters we need are selected, click on the Search button in the lower right corner of the 

screen.

 

 



 

Step 6: To view more tables in the list, change the number viewed at once from 10 to 50 using the View 

button above the list. 

 

 

Step 7: Scroll down the list of tables until you see the P12, Sex by Age, series of tables, which provide data 

for sex by age for the different race and ethnicity groups. 

 

Click on table P12B to view this table for the Black or African American Alone population.

 



 

Step 8: The table displays the data for each of the ZCTAs in New Jersey.  Currently the table is using counts 

from the 2010 Decennial Census Summary File 1.  If the table is available for a different product and year, 

you’ll be able to see in the dropdown menu.  

 

To make more room to view the table, click on the chevrons to collapse or expand the Filters and Results 

columns. 

 



 

Use the Notes button to view important information relevant to the table, as well as to find the link to the 

technical documentation.  Click on the Notes button again to close the panel.

 

You can add additional geographies using the Geos button.  Click on the X in the upper right corner to close 

the panel. 

 



 

If you want to remove any of the columns from this table, you can use the Hide button.  Click on the Hide 

button again to close the panel.

 

If you hide columns in the table and decide that you don’t want it formatted that way anymore, you can use 

the Restore button to revert the table back to its original format.  

 



 

The Transpose button will transpose the table.  To reverse the table after transposing it, just hit the 

Transpose button again. 

 

There are multiple options for getting a table into Excel.  The first option is to export the table, which can be 

done by either exporting to Excel, using the Excel button, or exporting to a CSV format, using the CSV 

button. 

   

The exported version of the table looks very similar to what is seen on the screen and is the best option 

when looking for a presentation-ready format.   

To export the table to Excel, click on the Excel button. 

  



 

Once it opens, you’ll see that there are two different worksheets.  The first, labeled Information, provides 

information on the dataset, the filters used, and notes about the table. 

  
The second, labeled Data, provides the actual table of data.  As you can see, it’s formatted in a way that 

makes it easy to read. 

 

The other option is to download the table to a .zip file using the ZIP button. 

   

  



 

Once you click on the ZIP button, a prompt will appear telling you to download a .csv version. 

   

Once that button is clicked, the .zip file appears.  Click on it to open it.

   

For every table downloaded, you’ll receive three files: one called Column-Metadata, one called Table-Notes, 

and one called Data.  The Data one is the one you’ll want. 

 

  



 

When you open it, probably the first thing that you’ll notice is that it looks very different from the exported 

version of the table.  When you download, you’re going to get the data in a flat, machine-readable file.  One 

of the perks of using the downloaded version is that you’ll get the GEOID, which is the unique identifier for 

each geography.

   

Use the Share button to share the table to a social media platform or send it to someone else via email.  You 

can also copy the link directly to save or share with someone else. 

   

 



 

Use the More Data button to access data from the FTP site.  You can use the FTP site to do a bulk download 

of data.  Once you have clicked on the More Data button, click on the Continue to Site button to go to the 

FTP. 

 

 

Our Success Depends on Data Users Like You! 

Visit data.census.gov often and tell us how we can make Census Bureau data easier to access by emailing 

your comments to census.data@census.gov.  For more guidance, visit our Resources page at 

https://www.census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html.        
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